
STD 9  ENGLISH LITERATURE (THE MERCHANT OF VENICE)   

                                  WORKSHEET_5 

Date: July 19th                                                                Mrs.  David  

Instruction : This worksheet must be solved in the Literature note book.  

Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow: 

QUESTION 1: 

Portia : You know I say nothing to him,  for he understands not me,  nor I him: 

He hath neither Latin, French, nor Italian, and you will come into the court 

And swear that I have a poor penny worth in the English.  He is a proper man’s 

picture, but, alas,  who can converse with a dumb_ show?  How oddly he is 

suited!  I think he bought his doublet in Italy,  his round hose in France,  his 

bonnet in Germany,  and his behavior everywhere.  

a.  Who is being described in these lines?  Why is this person called a 

‘dumb_show’?  

b. Explain : (i)  poor penny worth in the English (ii)  a proper man’s picture     

(iii) I think he bought his……  behavior everywhere  

c. Describe in your own words Portia ‘s account of this suitor.  

d. What ‘neighborly charity’ does the Scottish Lord borrow?  What picture do 

you get of the political relations bet ween the three countries during the 

Elizabethan period?  

e. Which suitor is described by Portia next to the Scottish Lord? How does she 

describe him?  

 

QUESTION 2: 

If I live to be as old as Sibylla,  I will die as chaste as Diana, unless I be obtained 

by the manner of my father’s will.  I am glad this parcel of woofers are so 

reasonable, for there is not one among them but I dote on his very absence,  

and I pray God grant them a fair departure.  

a.  What are the contents of Portia ‘s Father’s will?  



b. Who are the ‘parcel of wooers’ that Portia refers to?  Why does she call 

them reasonable?  

c. Explain: ‘If I live to be as old as Sibylla,  I will die as chaste as Diana’.  

d. Who is the Venetian that Nerissa mentions ?  What does Nerissa say about 

him,  and what is Portia ‘s response?  

e. At the end of the scene,  another suitor arrives for Portia ‘s hand.  What 

does Portia say about him?  Does her comment convey any message about 

her character?  

 

 

 


